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Help with Honey Bee Swarms
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In Montana, honey bees usually swarm towards the end of May and into the month of
June, sometimes even into July. Because honey bees are social insects, swarming is how
the colony reproduces and increases honey bee populations. This process begins by the
rearing of a new queen within the parent colony. The old queen quits laying eggs and her
abdomen gets smaller so she can fly. When the new queens are ready to emerge, the old
queen takes part of the colony and flies away while the new queen remains in the hive.
The bees stay in a tight grouping as they fly. They will land on various places—including
buildings, tree branches, and machinery—to rest and give the scout bees a chance to find
a new home. As the bees are resting, some bees are continuously flying around. Many
beekeepers will remove swarms or assist in their control.

Beekeepers on this list have agreed to be available for collecting swarms around the
state. If you would like to be contacted for swarm removal but are not on this list, please
contact your state inspector.
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State Entomologist
302 N Roberts St | Helena, MT 59601
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